THE INFLUENCE OF THE	317
by any other society working in the near East. The medical
work at Gaza, Nabliis, and other provincial centres has been
very encouraging, as indeed such work always is by what-
ever agency it is conducted, but the attempt to follow up
impressions made on patients by sending catechists to the
villages, where they have returned after recovery, has been
l acknowledged by a prominent worker of the Church Mis-
sionary Society to be unsuccessful.1
The history of American missions tells a similar tale.
Turning over the fascinating pages of Dr. II. H. Jessup's
"Fifty-three Years in Syria," one reads from time to time
of a Moslem convert; but in almost every case, a little later
on, one reads how the new convert was obliged to leave the
country. Such impression as Protestant Christianity has
made on the Moslems has been through the dissemination of
the Bible, the extent of which it is difficult to gauge; through
the schools where Moslem children attend; through the
colleges; and through admiration for the character of the
missionaries themselves. Powerful, indeed, is this last-
named form of influence, for these missionaries come into
contact with all sorts and conditions of men, including
religious leaders among the Moslems. Friendly relations
once established—and with courtesy, tact, and patience the
task is easy—intercourse becomes wonderfully frank. For
the first time Puritan Islam comes in contact with Puritan
Christianity. The 'ulama, or doctors of the Moslem law,
begin to realize that elaborate forms and ceremonies,
adoration before pictures and images, which to them means
nothing but idolatry, the burning of incense and the mystery
that enshrouds the Greek service of the mass, the assump-
tions of all the clergy and the pomp of the prelates, are no
essential part of the practice of the Christian faith. Pious
and upright men they have known among followers of the
Eastern churches and among Roman Catholic missionaries,
but among the Protestants they find a lofty morality im~
1 See extract from a report made In 1905 by the Rev. T. F. Welters,
for thirty years a missionary in Palestine, quoted by Dr. Julius Hichter
in his "History of Protestant Missions in the Near East/' p. 254;
English translation.

